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1. INTRODUCTION 

Development Consent Condition #55 requires Visy to prepare, prior to the 

commencement of operations, a Native Vegetation Management Plan in consultation 

with and to the satisfaction of DLWC.  The plan must cover management of all areas of 

retained vegetation, native plantings, buffer areas and planted corridors. 

As a requirement of the Development Consent Conditions (DCC#54 and 56) and as part 

of the Construction Environmental Management Plan, Landscape and Native 

Vegetation Management Plans were submitted and approved in October 1999 prior to 

construction.  For these plans, the majority of planning work was completed for the 

Construction Environmental Management Plan but is also relevant to the operations 

phase, hence as an overall framework these plans should continue to be referred to 

regularly.  Since the CEMP approval, discussions, research and further planning have 

meant that some changes have occurred regarding landscaping in terms of the species 

selection and method and timing of planting.  Visy continues to liase with Gilmore and 

regional Landcare members on an as-needed basis.    

It was considered that these changes are both beneficial to the environment in terms of 

species selected and method of planting meaning greater survival rate of planted 

specimens.  The areas that were landscaped remain the same as approved in the 

Landscape Plan in the CEMP.  Native Vegetation Management measures to be 

employed during operation of the plant also essentially remain unchanged from the 

principles outlined in the Native Vegetation Management Plan in the CEMP.  

This plan describes the revised landscape planting schedule, minor changes in the 

species selected and the ongoing management measures in terms of landscape and 

native vegetation.  The Landscape and Native Vegetation Management Plans from the 

CEMP are heavily referenced and included as Appendices to this plan.  

 

2. LANDSCAPING SCHEDULE AND SPECIES MIX 

The planting schedule, planting method, purpose (ie landscaping or native vegetation) 

and species mix planned for each area is given in Table 1 in Appendix A.  This schedule is 

updated as plantings in each area are completed or enhanced and also when 

maintenance and rehabilitation works are carried out. 

Species mix as outlined in the Landscape Plan in the CEMP is referenced in Table 1 in 

Appendix A.   All species recommended are in accordance with the Revegetation 

Guide for the Riverina Highlands. The general Native Vegetation Profile for the Lower 

Gilmore and Sandy Creek is included in Appendix B.    
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The species list for plant under the power lines along the highway has been modified. The 

species mix used for underneath the power lines is provided in Table 1 in Appendix B.  The 

power line mix consists if plants that will not grow to exceed 3 metre in height.  

The Native Vegetation Plan from the CEMP is included in Appendix C and the 

Landscape Plan from the CEMP is included in Appendix D. 

Figure 1 in Appendix C illustrates the Landscape Master Plan from the Landscape Plan in 

the CEMP.  This drawing provides an illustration of the typical visual character and 

outlines the intended planting areas for landscape and native re-vegetation.  It should 

be noted that the originally intended areas for vineyards are now pasture areas.  Further 

detail of irrigation area cropping regime is provided in the Water Management Plan. 

The following detailed landscape drawing layouts illustrate the original proposed 

plantings around the mill site where changes in the landform are more significant.  The 

drawings which are located in Appendix E include all hard and soft landscape features, 

final landform, water features, road, buildings and site drainage works as well as typical 

planting details and should be referenced for any replanting or enhancement works: 

 L001 – Index and Drawing Layout Plan Sheet 1 of 10 

 L002 – Notes and schedules Sheet 2 of 10 

 L003 – Site Surrounds Sheet 3 of 10 

 L004 – Plant Surrounds Sheet 4 of 10 

 L005 – Plant Surrounds Sheet  5 of 10 

 L006 – Entry Road Surrounds Sheet 6 of 10  

 L007 – Details Entry Station Sheet 7 of 10 

 L008 – Details Pratt Pond Sheet 8 of 10 

 L009 – Details Car Park and Admin Building Sheet 9 of 10 

 L010 – Details Administration Building Sheet 10 of 10 

 

Figure 1 in Appendix F shows the current tree/shrub plantings outside of the mill site, 

including the Snowy Mountains Highway frontage and major drainage lines and riparian 

zones. 

 

3. MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

The following management measures will be implemented for establishment and 

maintenance of planted (landscaped) and remnant/re-vegetated areas.  In general, 

the 2,124 hectare property shall be managed in accordance with accepted farming 

practices. 
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a) Ordering of Plants 

The obtaining of the correct species in the quantities required is a limiting factor in 

achieving mass planting.  It is therefore advised that the planning and ordering of 

plants/seeds is done well in advance to the planting season.  Indigenous species from 

local suppliers is the preferred source for plants for both native re vegetation and 

landscaping purposes. Indigenous species have predominately been used for site re 

vegetation and landscape planting as per DCC #55d. 

b) Carry out planting in optimum seasons 

The optimum time for planting operations in this local microclimate is Spring - September 

to November and Autumn - March to April.  It is envisaged that any works in preparation 

for planting, such as fencing will be undertaken in the Winter and Summer months.  

Deciduous plant material is most cost effectively planted as open rooted material in 

Winter. 

c) Supervision by Qualified Persons 

All planting for the purpose of landscaping must be supervised by a qualified person.  This 

can include contractors who have been engaged to carry out the planting and site 

works. 

d) Irrigation 

Landscaped areas around the mill site will initially require regular irrigation and/or 

irrigation systems.  Native re vegetation areas on the farm will generally not require 

irrigation and will depend on natural precipitation. 

e) Remove Grazing 

It is advised to remove all grazing from established vegetation buffers along Sandy and 

Deep Creeks and drainage lines by appropriate fencing.  Re-growth in Sandy Creek has 

substantially improved since Visy elected to exclude stock. 

g) Develop Wetlands/Habitat 

Continue to investigate opportunities for establishing wetlands and associated aquatic 

ecosystems on site.  Visy have been successful in creating a wetland habitat between 

the diversion channel and the upstream embankment of the Winter Storage Dam. This 

area has a small catchment that tends to fill and overflow into the Winter Storage Dam 

during the wetter months. Re-vegetation using native trees and shrubs has been 

established around the wetland area providing habitat for various native birds and 
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reptiles. Fencing has also been erected around this area to exclude stock and reduce 

the amount of disturbance. The wetland also provides a natural visual aspect to the 

irrigation area from the Snowy Mountains Highway. The Main Stormwater pond located 

at the mill site has also been developed into a landscaped water feature.  

 

h) Weed Management Plan 

The Weed Management Plan for “Gadara Park” was completed and approved as part 

of the original Landscape and Native Vegetation Management Plan in the OEMP.  

A range of weed control methods are undertaken throughout the year as part of the 

land management on land owned by the company including spraying, insect control 

and “crash grazing” on the irrigation areas. This plan is attached as Appendix G. 

i) Continue Consultation 

Consultation is expected to continue on an informal and as needs basis with OEH, NPWS, 

Snowy Valleys Council, the Visy Community Consultative Committee, Landcare and 

other relevant interested parties during the implementation and management of all 

retained and rehabilitated areas. 

j) Hollow Bearing Trees 

Wherever possible, large hollow bearing trees have been retained on the property as per 

DCC #55b.  

k) Feral Animal Control 

Visy also has responsibilities as a property owner to control feral animals. There are three 

main feral animals controlled being: rabbits; foxes; and pigs. Each animal is assessed on 

a routine basis and baiting, trapping or shooting programs are implemented 

accordingly.  

 

4. RESPONSIBILITY 

The implementation and management of the Landscape and Native Vegetation 

Management Plan will be the responsibility of the Site Environmental Manager.  These 

responsibilities will include the identification of resources required to implement and 

control the Plan, including human resources and specialised skills, technology and 

financial resources. 
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The Farm Manager who looks after the day to day operation of the property and 

irrigation areas, reports directly to the Environmental Manager. The Environmental 

Manager works closely with the Farm Manager to ensure monitoring and maintenance 

requirements are completed. 

 

5. MONITORING AND MAINTENANCE 

Monitoring of the requirements of the Landscape and Native Vegetation Management 

Plan will include tracking performance and progress with proposed target dates.  The 

survival, growth patterns and water requirements of the retained and planted native 

vegetation shall also be monitored. 

All landscape plantings on the mill site are monitored and maintained on a weekly basis 

by an external contract company. The local company’s scope of work includes: 

 Mowing the site grounds; 

 Routine/seasonal pruning; 

 Removal of dead plants; 

 Weed control including spraying; and  

 General grounds housekeeping. 

For all native vegetation areas a scheduled maintenance program has been 

implemented to ensure the continued monitoring and reporting of plantations. 

The maintenance programme is in the form of a checklist and is undertaken on a 

monthly basis for areas with plants less than three years old and every three months for 

areas with plants older than three years. This checklist is attached as Appendix H. 

Comments and required actions are noted on the checklist. The Farm Manager is then 

notified of any required actions and the timeframe for completion. 

Weed spraying is carried out during March and September by the Farm Manager as part 

of the Monitoring and Maintenance Programme.  

Additional plantings are organised by the Environmental Manager and are scheduled for 

either May/June or August/September. 

 

 


